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This paper will be complementary to the other, and will deal with a group of more serious conditions accompanied by fever and fairly severe general disturbance in the same period.
Neonatal Morbidity.
Before I do this, it will be useful to take a general survey of the whole field of neonatal disorder and disease, a survey that is based on an analysis of all the live births in the Royal Maternity Hospital in 1934. An initial difficulty in doing this is that we have no accepted definition of morbidity for the infant in the neonatal period, as we have for the mother in the puerperium. One way of reaching such a definition is to lay down standards of health for the baby ; and for the purpose of this discussion I offer the following standards requisite for a definition of health in the baby in the neonatal period. In the first place, I suggest that the period of observation might cover only the first two weeks after birth ; and in that period that health in the baby is defined accurately enough both for practical and statistical purposes if the following conditions are present : that the baby is uninjured by labour, and that there is successful initiation of digestion; that there is regain of birth weight by the end of the second week, and that there is absence of fever.
All cases where these four conditions are not all present are placed in the group of morbid conditions. This definition of health is an exacting one, and if we adopt it we shall find that the number of morbid cases will be very large. At the outset, therefore, the whole morbid group will be divided into cases of minor and trivial disorder, and of major disorder and disease. The fever is irregular ; its average level is perhaps lower than in the renal group ; but in some cases (see Fig. 4 
